
PROTECTING HIGH 
CONSERVATION VALUE FORESTS 
IN THE CARPATHIAN REGION 

Forests are home to important ecological values   - economic and social, but some forests have 
certain values, which are considered to be of outstanding or critical significance.  They need to 
be managed in such a way, so as to preserve their incredibly high conservation value, as well as 
the right to be defined as High Conservation Value Forests (HCVF).

High Conservation Value Forests have one or more of the following attributes:

High Conservation Values (HCV) are biological, ecological, social or cultural 
values which are considered outstanding or critically important at the national, 
regional or global level, according to the High Conservation Value Resource 
Network. 

•  Contain significant concentrations of global, 
regional or national biodiversity values (e.g. 
endemism, endangered species).

•  Contain large landscape level forests of global, 
regional or national significance, where viable 
populations of most if not all naturally occurring 
species exist in their natural state. 

•  Contain rare, threatened or endangered 
ecosystems.

CLOSE TO 500
VASCULAR PLANTS 
IN THE CARPATHIANS 
ARE ENDEMIC
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•  Provide basic services of nature in critical 
situations (e.g. watershed protection, erosion 
control).

•  Fundamental to meeting basic needs of local 
communities (e.g. subsistence, health).

•  Critical to local communities’ traditional cultural 
identity (areas of cultural, ecological, economic or 
religious significance identified in cooperation with 
local communities).

Source: Forest Stewardship Council, www.fsc.org

PROTECTION OF VIRGIN AND 
QUASI - VIRGIN FORESTS, A CONSTANT 
PRIORITY FOR WWF-ROMANIA

The virgin forests are the last forest ecosystems where nature survives in its purest form, without being significantly 
affected by human intervention.

In the virgin forest trees die of old age - they break and fall or they simply dry out, still standing, feeding the ecosystem for future                     
generations. The virgin forest is filled with trees of all ages, from the seed that has just sprouted to trees that have reached their physiological 
limits - just like a human community: children, parents and elders supporting each other, enjoying harmonious and healthy lives.

The giant 500 year-old trees shelter under their crowns more than 10,000 species of animals, from unicellular organisms, fungi, plants, 
insects to familiar creatures such as the wild boar, stag, chamois, wolf, lynx, eagle owl, brown bear, all naturally connected. If the virgin 
forest disappears, it loses a natural evolution and hence biodiversity created over thousands of years. Virgin forests can be considered not 
only as outdoor life laboratories, but  also as part of the cultural identity of local communities in Romania. 

600 years old
The age of some trees in the virgin 

forests of Romania.

Europe destroyed its virgin forests. We still have them. For now.
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2011
Save the Virgin Forests campaign - with a petition 
signed by over 100,000 Romanians. 
WWF-Romania agreed to the following steps:

• Supporting the identification of  Romania’s 
virgin forests 

• Elaborating a National Catalogue of             
Romanian Virgin Forests - an official       
management and administration tool

• Including the virgin forests under functional 
type 1 (T1) in the current legislation - forests 
with special functions for the protection of 
nature. This prohibits any kind of timber

(or other forest products) exploitation, without 
the approval of the competent authorities

• Developing a proposal for compensation 
payments for forest owners, to be included in 
the 2014-2020 programming period

• Identifying additional alternative financial 
mechanisms for compensating owners of 
virgin forests

2012
Signing of the Ministerial Order that established 
the criteria for identification of virgin forests in 
Romania and gave the status of strict protections 
for identified forests.

Forests for Future Generations

Important milestones



UNESCO World 
Heritage sites

20,000 ha of virgin forests 
and secular beech forests in 
our country are on the UNESCO 
list as candidate areas.

Mapping and identification of virgin forests, essential for 
effective protection
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In order to establish effective procedures for long-term protection of these forests, WWF initiated the 
elaboration of the National Catalogue of Romanian Virgin Forests.

Thus, in 2015, with support from WWF, the Forest Code passed an organic law that assigns strict protection 
to these forests and provides the legislative framework for the elaboration of the Catalogue as a tool for 
tracking and managing  virgin and quasi-virgin forests in Romania, to ensure their long-term protection. 
The Catalogue should offer solutions as regards:

• Protection procedures for areas that are part of the PIN-MATRA/2001/018 study and natural 
protected areas

• Specify minimum requirements for studies/proposals to gradually complete this Catalogue
• Offer objective and effective procedures for submitting field studies/proposals  for approval by the 

authorities involved
• Effective procedures regarding the endorsement of studies/proposals, designation and inclusion of 

areas in the Catalogue; long-term protection establishment
• Designate a responsible authority for the management of the Catalogue and for offering support in 

efforts to identify virgin and quasi-virgin forests in Romania

One last step needs to be made to complete the legislative framework - regulation of the National Catalogue 
of Romanian Virgin Forests.

Developing the National Catalogue of Romanian Virgin 
Forests

2013-2016
Initial field evaluations estimated over 100,000 ha 
of potential virgin forests. Of these, over 20,000 
ha of virgin and qvasi-virgin forest have already 
been identified, as follows:
2013 - Maramures - over 4,700 ha
2014 - Covasna - over 400 ha and Brasov - over 
4,300 ha
2015 - Sibiu - over 2,800 ha
2016 (until February) - Hunedoara - 600 ha; 
Gorj - 4,000 ha; Mehedinti - over 2,100 ha; 
Caras-Severin - more than 800 ha.

2014-2017
WWF, Greenpeace and RNP Romsilva supported the 
ICAS to designate more than 20,000 ha of  Romanian 
virgin forests/old-growth beech  forests as UNESCO 
World Heritage sites. As the process is lengthy , the final 
results will be made public only in May 2017.

In the next period we will continue the process of identification of virgin forests - a mandatory condition 
to secure the valuable ecosystems, to ensure the granting of compensatory payments and promote FSC® 
(Forest Stewardship Council®) forest certification as a tool for responsible forest management. These 
objectives can be fulfilled only with the help of the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Water.

Plans for the future

Virgin forests are unique and valuable both in terms of their scientific importance, cultural heritage and 
important role in protecting biodiversity. Also, forests provide us with clean water, fresh air and effective 
protection of soils.

Through the interventions presented here, our country will be able to maintain this legacy - a few                       
untouched forests (amongst the few still surviving on the planet), where nature is  intact and follows its 
natural course. We will have all needed tools to pass this legacy to  future generations, and thus to preserve the 
identity of  local communities and the rich biodiversity - because a virgin forest may be home to thousands of 
different species, their incredible and delicate interdependence  so strong  that it can  support a balanced 
and healthy ecosystem. 

The day virgin forests will have 100% protection we will know that we saved an important part of 
the Romanian and European heritage. And that we made another step - perhaps amongst the most              
important, looking ahead - towards a society where we know we can improve things, keeping the model 
of these complex and flawless systems, in which the only architects are the laws of creation.

Why fighting is worthwhile 
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